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Abstract

Introduction: The transactivation response element DNA-binding protein 43 kDa (TDP-43) is a major component of
the ubiquitin-positive and tau-negative inclusions in frontotemporal lobar degeneration and sporadic amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (ALS). TDP-43 may accumulate in cases of Alzheimer’s disease (AD), Lewy body disease (LBD), and
argyrophilic grain disease (AGD). However, few studies have focused on the incidence and extent of TDP-43
deposition in aging.

Results: We analyzed 286 consecutive autopsy brains neuropathologically. Of these, 136 brains with pathologically
minimal senile changes were designated as control elderly brains (78.5 ± 9.7 y). For comparison, we selected 29 AD, 11
LBD, and 11 AGD patients from this series of autopsy brains. Sections of the hippocampus, amygdala, medulla
oblongata, and lumbar spinal cord were immunostained with anti-phosphorylated TDP-43 antibody (PSer409/
410). TDP-43 immunoreactive structures were classified into four types: dystrophic neurites (DNs), neuronal or
glial cytoplasmic inclusions, and intranuclear inclusions. TDP-43 immunoreactive structures were observed in
55/136 control elderly (40.0 %), 21/29 AD (72.4 %), 8/11 LBD (72.7 %), and 6/11 AGD (54.5 %) brains. TDP-43
immunoreactive structures in control elderly brains were mostly DNs. These DNs were predominantly present
in the uncus of the anterior hippocampus over age 65. The frequency of cases with DNs in the amygdala of
control elderly brains was less than that of AD, LBD, and AGD brains. The mean age at death was significantly
higher in cases with TDP-43 immunoreactive structures than cases without them.

Conclusions: In conclusion, TDP-43 immunoreactive DNs may develop as a consequence of aging processes in
the human brain. In particular, the uncus of the anterior hippocampus is an area highly susceptible to TDP-43
accumulation over age 65.
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Introduction
The transactivation response element DNA-binding
protein 43 kDa (TDP-43) is a major component of the
ubiquitin-positive and tau-negative inclusions in fronto-
temporal lobar degeneration (FTLD-TDP) and sporadic
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) [1–3]. However, the
cytopathology and distribution pattern of TDP-43
immunoreactive deposits generally differ between FTLD-
TDP and ALS [3, 4].

Previous studies have indicated that TDP-43 immuno-
reactive inclusion bodies can be detected in other neuro-
degenerative disorders as well, including Alzheimer’s
disease (AD) [5–9], Lewy body disease (LBD) [6, 8, 10],
and argyrophilic grain disease (AGD) [11]. Furthermore,
several studies have focused on TDP-43 deposition in
the absence of neurodegenerative disorders [10, 12–14].
One such study demonstrated that TDP-43 deposition
increased with age and did not occur in individuals
younger than 65 years [12]. Another study indicated that
the incidence of TDP-43 deposition in the amygdala and
hippocampus of cognitively normal elderly individuals
was 36 % [14]. These previous studies suggest that TDP-
43 deposition may be associated not only with specific
neurodegenerative disorders but also with aging and
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specific anatomical areas. To further analyze the func-
tional role of TDP-43, it will be important to understand
the anatomical distribution of TDP-43 immunoreactive
deposits in a large number of elderly individuals with
neuropathologically minimal changes. The aim of this
study was to clarify the incidence and distribution of
TDP-43 deposition in control elderly brains by immuno-
histochemical analysis of a series of autopsied individ-
uals. We also analyzed TDP-43 immunoreactive deposits
in individuals with AD, LBD, and AGD for comparison.

Materials and methods
Brain samples
Tissue samples were collected at the Tokyo Metropolitan
Geriatric Hospital, which provides community-based
medical service to the elderly population. From February
2008 to July 2012, we obtained the 286 consecutive
autopsy brains (165 men and 121 women) used for this
study. Patient ages ranged from 43 to 104 years (mean ±
SD, 82.0 ± 9.6 y). Clinical information was retrospectively
obtained from the medical chart. The Mini-Mental State
examination (MMSE) [15] was used for evaluation of cog-
nitive function, and the clinical dementia scale (CDR) [16]
was employed for the grading of cognitive decline as
previously reported [17]. The brain samples used in this
study were registered to the Brain Bank for Aging
Research (BBAR) with the deceased’s relatives’ informed
consent to carry out comprehensive research. The
BBAR is approved by the ethics committee of the
Tokyo Metropolitan Geriatric Hospital and Institute of
Gerontology.

Neuropathology and immunohistochemistry
The brains and spinal cords were examined according
to routine protocols used in our laboratory [18]. Briefly,
the cerebral and cerebellar hemispheres as well as the
brainstem were dissected in the midsagittal plane at the
time of autopsy. In each case, part of the brain was
stored at −80 °C for further biochemical and molecular

analyses. The brains and spinal cords were fixed in
20 % buffered formalin (WAKO, Osaka, Japan) for 7–
13 days. After fixation in formalin, the cerebral hemi-
spheres, brainstem, and cerebellum were dissected
along the coronal, axial, and sagittal planes, respect-
ively. Representative anatomical areas were embedded
in paraffin, and 6-μm-thick sections were obtained to
diagnose each case neuropathologically. Sections were
stained with hematoxylin and eosin (H&E) and the
Klüver-Barrera methods. Selected sections were further
examined with modified methenamine and Gallyas–Braak
silver staining for senile changes, Congo red for amyloid
deposition, and Elastica Masson trichrome stain for vascu-
lar changes. Selected sections were immunostained with a
Ventana BenchMark GX autostainer (Ventana Medical
Systems, Tucson, AZ, USA) and an I-View Universal DAB
Detection Kit (Roche, Basel, Switzerland) in accordance
with the manufacturer’s instructions. The antibodies
employed are shown in Table 1. Histologic sections were
observed under a research microscope (Eclipse 90i; Nikon,
Tokyo, Japan).

Case selection
The case selection procedure in this study is shown in
Fig. 1. First, of the 286 consecutive autopsy cases, we se-
lected cases that met all of the following conditions and
defined them as control elderly cases that have minimal
senile neuropathologic changes: Braak’s neurofibrillary
tangle (NFT) stage II or less, senile plaque (SP) stage
[19] A or less, AGD stage [17] II or less, and Lewy body
stage [20] II or less. For comparison, we selected cases
with AGD stage III as AGD and those with Lewy body
stage above III as LBD. We also defined AD according
to our brain bank definition (Braak NFT stage above IV
and Braak’s SP stage C) [21].
As to the cases with comorbid pathologies and other

neurological disorders, we also provided the results of
TDP-43 pathology. However, they were not used for
comparison with control elderly cases because they were

Table 1 Antibodies used for immunohistochemistry

Antibody Type Dilution Source

Pser409/410 m 1:10000 A gift from M. Hasegawa, Japan

(phosphorylated TDP-43)

anti-human amyloid β m 1:50 IBL, Maebashi, Gunma, Japan

(11–28) (12B2)

AT8 m 1:1000 Innogenetics, Ghent, Belgium

(phosphorylated tau)

Psyn64 m 1:10000 A gift from T. Iwatsubo, Japan

(phosphorylated α-synuclein)

ubiquitin r 1:1000 Dako, Glostrup, Denmark

m, mouse monoclonal; r, rabbit polyclonal
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limited in number: AD plus LBD (n = 6), AD plus AGD
(n = 3), AD plus progressive supranuclear palsy (PSP)
[22] (n = 1), AD plus hippocampal sclerosis (HS) (n = 1),
LBD plus AGD (n = 1), LBD plus PSP (n = 1), AGD plus
HS (n = 1), senile dementia with tangles (NFTD) (n = 6)

[23], Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease (CJD) (n = 4), ALS/ALS
with dementia (n = 4), multiple system atrophy (MSA)
(n = 3), spinocerebellar ataxia type 6 (SCA6) (n = 2),
spinocerebellar ataxia type 3 (SCA3) (n = 1), PSP (n = 2),
HS (n = 2), dentatorubral–pallidoluysian atrophy (DRPLA)
(n = 1), corticobasal degeneration (CBD) (n = 1), FTLD-
TDP (n = 1), and mitochondrial encephalopathy with
lactic acidosis and stroke-like episodes (MELAS) (n = 1).
Of the remaining cases, we identified the followings as
intermediate pathologies that did not fulfill diagnostic
criteria: Braak NFT stage above III and Braak’s SP stage A
as neurofibrillary tangle-predominant change (NFTC,
n = 27), Braak NFT stage above III and Braak’s SP stage
above B as AD type change (ADC, n = 18), and Braak
NFT stage II or less and Braak’s SP stage above B as
plaque dominant senile change (PSC, n = 12).

Evaluation of severity and distribution of TDP-43
immunoreactivity
The presence and severity of TDP-43 immunoreactive
structures were assessed in four brain sections including
the anterior hippocampus, amygdala, medulla oblongata,
and lumbar spinal cord. In fact, the anterior hippocam-
pus is key anatomical structures of FTLD-TDP. In
addition, TDP-43 immunoreactive deposits have been
well analyzed in AD, DLB and AGD in the limbic re-
gions [5, 6, 8–11]. The medulla oblongata and spinal
cord are important areas in association with ALS with
TDP-43 [4]. Therefore, we considered that those four
areas are appropriate for the study about TDP-43 path-
ology in control elderly brains. We assessed TDP-43
immunoreactive structures in each anatomical region
shown in Table 2 and Fig. 2 under a 10× objective. Each
anatomical region was identified using the neuroanat-
omy atlas [24]. The uncus was identified and analyzed at
the level of amygdala and anterior hippocampus [25].
Neuronal cytoplasmic inclusions (NCIs), glial cyto-
plasmic inclusions (GCIs), and neuronal intranuclear
inclusions (NIIs) immunoreactive for TDP-43 were
quantitatively analyzed and scored as 0 to 3 depending
on the total number of TDP-43 immunoreactive NCIs,
GCIs, or NIIs: 0, none; 1, 1–3; 2, 4–9; and 3, ≥10.
TDP-43 immunoreactive dystrophic neurites (DNs)
were semi-quantitatively scored as 0 to 3: 0, absent; 1,
sparse; 2, moderate; and 3, severe.

Statistical analysis
The Mann–Whitney U test was used to compare the age
at death and brain weight between TDP-43–positive and
TDP-43–negative groups. Fisher’s exact test was used to
compare the male-to-female ratio and number of TDP-
43 structures. A p value of less than 0.05 was considered
statistically significant.

Fig. 1 Case selection procedure. NFT, neurofibrillary tangle; SP,
senile plaque; AGD, argyrophilic grain disease; LB, Lewy body; AD,
Alzheimer’s disease; LBD, Lewy body disease (Parkinson’s disease
and dementia with Lewy bodies); PSP, progressive supranuclear
palsy; HS, hippocampal sclerosis; NFTD, NFT-predominant form of
senile dementia; CJD, Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease; ALS, amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis; MSA, multiple system atrophy; SCA, spinocerebellar
ataxia; DRPLA, dentatorubral-pallidoluysian atrophy; CBD, corticobasal
degeneration; FTLD, frontotemporal lobar degeneration; MELAS,
mitochondrial encephalopathy with lactic acidosis and stroke-like
episodes; NFTC, NFT-predominant change; ADC, AD-type change;
PSC, plaque dominant senile change
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Results
The demographics of the cases in this study are shown
in Table 3. We selected 136 cases as control elderly

(mean age at death ± 1 SD, 78.5 ± 9.7 y). For comparison,
we selected 29 AD, 11 LBD, and 11 AGD cases from
the series of autopsied individuals. Compared with
the control elderly group, the mean age at death was
higher for AD, LBD, and AGD groups (Table 3).

Distribution of TDP-43 pathology in control elderly brains
TDP-43 immunoreactive structures were found in
55/136 (40.0 %) cases (Table 4). Most of these struc-
tures were DNs (53/136 cases, 39.0 %; Table 5); they
were predominantly detected at the uncus of the an-
terior hippocampus (29/136 cases, 21.3 %; Table 5,
Fig. 3a). In rare instances, DNs were present in
other limbic areas such as the uncus of the amygdala
(5/134 cases, 3.7 %; two cases of amygdala were un-
available, Table 5). In control elderly brains, TDP-43
immunoreactive GCIs and NCIs were rare. In fact,
GCIs were observed only in a 94-year-old woman’s
entorhinal cortex and NCIs only in a 98-year-old
woman’s subiculum and pyramidal layer (Table 5).
No NIIs were present in control elderly brains. TDP-
43 immunoreactive DNs were also found in the inferior
olivary complex (14/136 cases, 10.3 %), anterior horn
(7/136 cases, 5.1 %), and white matter of the lumbar
spinal cord (11/136 cases, 8.1 %), as shown in Table 5.
No NCIs or GCIs were found in the medulla oblongata
or lumbar spinal cord.

Table 2 Brain regions analyzed in this study

area regions

Anterior hippocampus dentate gyrus

uncus

pyramidal layer

subiculum

entorhinal cortex

Amygdala cortical amygdaloid nucleus as medial part

lateral part including basolateral, lateral
amygdaloid nucleus

uncus

Medulla oblongata dorsal motor nucleus of the vagus

nucleus of hypoglossal nerve

inferior olivary complex

reticular formation

pyramids

Lumbar
spinal cord

anterior horn

posterior horn

white matter of spinal cord

central gray matter

Fig. 2 Evaluated anatomical regions in this study. a anterior hippocampus; b amygdala; c medulla oblongata; d lumbar spinal cord. Each
anatomical region was identified using the neuroanatomy atlas [24]. The uncus was defined and identified using the human hippocampus,
third edition [25]
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Distribution of TDP-43 pathology in AD, LBD,
and AGD brains
AD brains
TDP-43–positive structures were found in 21/29
(72.2 %) AD brains and were widely distributed in the
amygdala and hippocampus (Tables 4, 5). These struc-
tures were composed of NCIs (17/29 cases, 58.6 %)
and GCIs (18/29 cases, 62.1 %) as well as DNs (19/29
cases, 65.5 %) (Fig. 3b, c). DNs were observed in the
uncus of the anterior hippocampus (11/28 cases,
39.3 %; in one case, the anterior hippocampus was un-
available) as well as in the amygdala (14/29 cases,
48.3 %). In 7/29 cases (24.1 %), TDP-43 immunoreac-
tive NIIs were also present in the amygdala and hippo-
campus (Fig. 3d). To a lesser degree, TDP-43–positive
DNs were found in the medulla oblongata (5/29 cases;
17.2 %) and lumbar spinal cord (3/29 cases; 10.3 %).
There were neither NCIs nor GCIs in any case of AD
(Table 5).

LBD brains
TDP-43 immunoreactive structures were found in 8/11
(72.7 %) LBD brains and predominantly observed in the
uncus of the anterior hippocampus and amygdala
(Tables 4, 5). To a lesser degree, they were also found in

the amygdaloid nuclei, entorhinal cortex, subiculum, and
pyramidal cells of the hippocampus. TDP-43 immunore-
active structures mainly took the form of DNs (8/11
cases, 72.7 %), and occasionally of NCIs or GCIs in the
hippocampus and amygdala (2/11 cases, 18.2 %). DNs
were observed in the uncus of the anterior hippocampus
(5/11 cases, 45.5 %) and in the amygdala (3/11 cases,
27.3 %). TDP-43 immunoreactive NIIs were found in the
entorhinal cortex of only one case. In the medulla
oblongata, TDP-43 immunoreactive DNs were present
in the inferior olivary complex (4/11 cases, 36.4 %;
Table 5). There were no DNs in the spinal cord. No
NCIs or GCIs were found in any case of LBD.

AGD brains
TDP-43 immunoreactive structures were found in 6/11
(54.5 %) AGD brains and observed in the uncus and
amygdaloid nuclei (Tables 4, 5). These structures were
DNs (6/11 cases, 54.5 %). TDP-43 immunoreactive NCIs
or GCIs were also found in the amygdaloid nuclei (3/11
cases, 27.3 %). DNs were observed in the uncus of the
anterior hippocampus (5/11 cases, 45.5 %) and amygdala
(3/10 cases, 33.3 %; one case was unavailable). No TDP-
43–positive NIIs were found in these brains. In the me-
dulla oblongata, we found TDP-43 immunoreactive DNs

Table 3 Demographics of cases included in this study

Control elderly AD LBD AGD

Number (case) 136 29 11 11

Male, Female 95, 41 12, 17 9, 2 4, 7

Mean age at death 78.5 ± 9.7* 86.0 ± 6.2 84.0 ± 5.6 86.6 ± 6.3

(years, mean ± SD)

M ean brain weight 1257 ± 129 1168 ± 185 1208 ± 77.4 1159 ± 129

(grams, mean ± SD)

AD, Alzheimer’s disease; LBD, Lewy body disease; AGD, Argyrophilic grain disease; SD, standard deviation
*, p < 0.05 compared with AD, LBD and AGD

Table 4 Presence of TDP-43 pathology

Control elderly AD LBD AGD

positive negative
p
value

positive negative
p
value

positive negative
p
value

positive negative
p
value

Cases (%)
55
(40 %)

81
(60 %)

21
(72.4 %)

8
(27.6 %)

8
(72.7 %)

3
(27.3 %)

6
(54.5 %)

5
(45.5 %)

Male, Female 41, 14 54, 27 N.S. 9, 12 3, 5 N.S. 6, 2 3, 0 N.S. 2, 4 2, 3 N.S.

Mean age at death 80.6 ± 9.3 77.1 ± 9.7 0.038 86.2 ± 6.8 85.5 ± 4.5 N.S. 85.1 ± 4.6 81.0 ± 6.7 N.S. 90.3 ± 4.8 82.2 ± 4.7 0.028

(years, mean ± SD)

Mean brain
weight

1254 ±
115

1259 ±
37

N.S. 1168 ±
208

1169 ±
103

N.S. 1217 ±
57.2

1184 ±
111

N.S. 1149 ±
105

1171 ±
153

N.S.

(grams, mean ± SD)

AD, Alzheimer’s disease; LBD, Lewy body disease; AGD, Argyrophilic grain disease; SD, standard deviation; N.S., not significant
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Table 5 TDP-43 distribution in this study

Control elderly AD LBD AGD

n = 136 n = 29 n = 11 n = 11

score score score score

0 1 2 3 0 1 2 3 0 1 2 3 0 1 2 3

Dentate gyrus DN 135 0 0 0 20 4 0 1 11 0 0 0 10 0 0 0

GCI 135 0 0 0 20 1 4 0 11 0 0 0 10 0 0 0

NCI 135 0 0 0 18 2 2 3 10 1 0 0 10 0 0 0

NII 135 0 0 0 22 3 0 0 11 0 0 0 10 0 0 0

Uncus (Hippocampus) DN 107 13 12 4 17 4 4 3 6 3 2 0 6 4 1 0

GCI 136 0 0 0 21 0 4 3 10 1 0 0 11 0 0 0

NCI 136 0 0 0 17 2 3 6 11 0 0 0 10 0 1 0

NII 136 0 0 0 27 1 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

Pyramidal layer DN 136 0 0 0 21 2 3 2 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

GCI 136 0 0 0 18 2 5 3 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NCI 135 1 0 0 16 3 6 3 10 1 0 0 11 0 0 0

NII 136 0 0 0 27 1 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

Subiculum DN 133 2 1 0 19 5 2 2 9 1 1 0 11 0 0 0

GCI 136 0 0 0 16 4 3 5 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NCI 135 1 0 0 15 3 5 5 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NII 136 0 0 0 27 1 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

Entorhinal cortex DN 135 0 0 0 17 5 1 5 10 1 0 0 11 0 0 0

GCI 134 1 0 0 17 2 4 5 10 0 1 0 11 0 0 0

NCI 135 0 0 0 19 2 3 4 10 0 1 0 11 0 0 0

NII 135 0 0 0 24 4 0 0 10 1 0 0 11 0 0 0

Amygdala Medial part DN 130 4 0 0 18 4 4 3 10 1 0 0 9 0 1 0

GCI 134 0 0 0 17 3 7 2 10 0 1 0 10 0 0 0

NCI 134 0 0 0 18 2 3 6 10 0 1 0 9 1 0 0

NII 134 0 0 0 28 1 0 0 11 0 0 0 10 0 0 0

Amygdala Lateral part DN 133 0 0 1 19 7 0 3 10 1 0 0 9 0 1 0

GCI 134 0 0 0 18 4 5 2 10 0 1 0 9 0 1 0

NCI 134 0 0 0 18 0 5 6 10 0 1 0 9 0 1 0

NII 134 0 0 0 28 1 0 0 11 0 0 0 10 0 0 0

Uncus (Amygdala) DN 129 3 2 0 15 8 3 3 8 3 0 0 7 2 1 0

GCI 134 0 0 0 16 6 7 0 9 2 0 0 10 0 0 0

NCI 134 0 0 0 16 6 3 4 10 1 0 0 9 1 0 0

NII 134 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 10 0 0 0

Dorsal motor nucleus of the vagus DN 136 0 0 0 27 2 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

GCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NII 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

Nucleus of hypoglossal nerve DN 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

GCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NII 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

Inferior olivary complex DN 122 11 3 0 25 2 2 0 7 4 0 0 9 2 0 0

GCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0
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in the inferior olivary complex in two cases (2/11 cases,
18.2 %; Table 5). In the lumbar spinal cord, we found
TDP-43 immunoreactive DNs in the white matter in an
85-year-old male. Neither NCIs nor GCIs were found in
any of the AGD brains.

Age and frequencies of DNs in four groups
The mean age at death was significantly higher in cases
with TDP-43 immunoreactive structures than in those
without TDP-43 immunoreactive structures in control
elderly and AGD (Table 4). However, there were no sig-
nificant differences in the mean age at death in AD and
LBD (Table 4). Neither the brain weight nor sex ratio
differed significantly among the four groups.
Because DNs were the predominant form of TDP-43

immunoreactive structure and observed mostly in the
uncus in control elderly, we analyzed the frequencies of
DNs in the uncus of the anterior hippocampus and
amygdala in comparison with those of AD, LBD, and
AGD. There were no significant differences in the
frequency of cases with DNs in the uncus of the anter-
ior hippocampus between control elderly and disease

controls (Fig. 4a). In contrast, the frequency of cases
with DNs observed in the uncus of the amygdala was
higher in AD, LBD, and AGD compared with control
elderly (Fig. 4b).
In addition, we focused on the association between

the percentage of cases carrying DNs in the uncus of
the anterior hippocampus and aging in control elderly.
DNs were observed from age 65 to 94. In these individ-
uals, there was no statistical association between the
rate of DNs and aging (Fig. 5). However, the rate of
DNs may increase beyond 90 years of age (Fig. 5).

The relationship between TDP-43 immunoreactivity
and cognitive function, cerebrovascular disease in control
elderly brains
In control elderly brains, the rates of cases with cogni-
tive impairment (CDR ≥ 0.5) among cases with and
without TDP-43 immunoreactive structures were
38.3 % (18/47 cases, CDR was unavailable in 8 cases)
and 34.3 % (28/70 cases, CDR was unavailable in 11
cases), respectively.

Table 5 TDP-43 distribution in this study (Continued)

NCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NII 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

Reticular formation DN 132 2 2 0 28 1 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

GCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NII 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

Pyramids DN 135 1 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

GCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NII 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

Anterior horn DN 129 7 0 0 28 1 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

GCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NII 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

Posterior horn DN 134 2 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

GCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NCI 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NII 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

White matter DN 125 11 0 0 27 2 0 0 11 0 0 0 10 1 0 0

Central gray matter DN 133 3 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

GC 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NC 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

NN 136 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

AD, Alzheimer’s disease; LBD, Lewy body disease; AGD, Argyrophilic grain disease; GCI, glial cytoplasmic inclusion; NCI, neuronal cytoplasmic inclusion; NII,
neuronal intranuclear inclusion. The dentate gyrus was unavailable in one case of control elderly, 3 cases of AD, and one case of AGD. The amygdala was
unavailable in two cases of control elderly and one case of AGD. The entorhinal cortex was unavailable in one case of control elderly. The anterior hippocampus
was unavailable in one case of AD
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In addition, we examined the influence of cerebrovas-
cular pathology. The rates of cases with cerebrovascular
pathology among cases with and without TDP-43 immu-
noreactive structures were 61.2 % (34/55 cases) and
67.9 % (55/81 cases), respectively. There were no signifi-
cant differences between cases with and without TDP-43
immunoreacrive structures.

TDP-43 pathology in comorbid pathologies, other
neurological disorders and intermediate pathologies.
TDP-43 immunoreactive structures were also found in
the following cases: AD plus LBD (5/6 cases, 83.3 %);
AD plus AGD (3/3 cases, 100 %); AD plus PSP (1/1 case,
100 %); AD plus HS (1/1 case, 100 %); LBD plus AGD
(1/1 case, 100 %); LBD plus PSP (0/1 case, 0 %); AGD
plus HS (1/1 case, 100 %); NFTD (3/6 cases, 50 %); CJD
(0/4 cases, 0 %); ALS/ALS with dementia (4/4 cases,
100 %); MSA (2/3 cases, 66.7 %); SCA6 (2/2 cases,
100 %); SCA3 (0/1 case, 0 %); PSP (2/2 cases, 100 %);
HS (2/2 cases, 100 %); DRPLA (0/1 case, 0 %); CBD (1/1
case, 100 %); FTLD-TDP (1/1 case, 100 %); MELAS (0/1
case, 0 %); NFTC (13/27 cases, 48.1 %); ADC (9/18
cases, 50 %); and PSC (6/12 cases, 50 %).

Discussion
Our study is the first neuropathologic analysis that has
clarified the anatomical distribution of TDP-43 immuno-
reactive structures in elderly brains with minimal senile

neuropathologic changes in large numbers. We revealed
the following findings. First, TDP-43 immunoreactive
structures were present in 40 % of control elderly. Sec-
ond, these structures were predominantly observed at
the uncus of the anterior hippocampus as DNs over age
65. Third, the number of cases with DNs in the amyg-
dala of control elderly was less than that of AD, LBD, or
AGD. Fourth, no NCIs or GCIs were found in the me-
dulla oblongata and lumbar spinal cord in all four
groups. Finally, the mean age at death was significantly
higher in cases with TDP-43 immunoreactive structures
than those without such structures.
A few studies have assessed the frequency of TDP-43

immunoreactive structures in normal brain. Wilson et
al. reported that 2/63 (3 %) were positive for TDP-43 in
neurologically normal individuals ranging from 23 to
94 years old at death [13]. Another study of 110 cogni-
tively normal elderly brains (mean age at death 86 ± 6.0)
revealed that 40 cases (36.4 %) showed TDP-43 immu-
noreactivity in the limbic area [14]. In yet another study,
12 of 60 brains (20 %) without severe mental illness
(mean age; 68) were reported as TDP-43 immunoposi-
tive in the amygdala or hippocampus [12]. The wide
variation in the rate of TDP-43 immunoreactivity may
depend on the age distribution of the sample population
and the definition of a normal brain. In fact, the defin-
ition of a normal brain was based on the clinical infor-
mation in previous studies. Because we defined the

Fig. 3 TDP-43 immunoreactive structures in representative cases. a Dystrophic neurites in the uncus of the anterior hippocampus in the control
elderly brain. b Neuronal cytoplasmic inclusions (arrows) in the dentate gyrus in Alzheimer’s disease (AD). c Glial cytoplasmic inclusions (arrows) in
the entorhinal cortex in AD. d Neuronal intranuclear inclusion (arrow) in the dentate gyrus in AD. Scale bar = 20 μm
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control elderly brain by using a neuropathologic staging
system in association with neurodegenerative disorders
and aging, the present study could control the effects of
other protein deposits, including tau and α-synuclein, on
TDP-43.
The distribution of TDP-43 immunoreactive struc-

tures in control elderly was different from those in AD.
The structures in AD were widely present in the amyg-
dala and hippocampus. Furthermore, in most cases, the
TDP-43 immunoreactive structures in AD took the
form of NCIs/GCIs, whereas only two cases of control
elderly had GCIs or NCIs. These findings suggest that
the pathological mechanism of TDP-43 accumulation
in control elderly is different from that in AD. Al-
though the amygdala was considered to be the first af-
fected region of TDP-43 deposition in AD [26], TDP-43
immunoreactive structures in the amygdala may be
non-specific. In this study, the frequency of cases with
TDP-43 immunoreactive DNs observed in the uncus of
the amygdala was significantly higher in AD than that
in control elderly. This finding confirms that the se-
quential TDP-43 progression begins in the amygdala in
AD. Interestingly, two control elderly cases over 90
showed NCIs or GCIs in the hippocampus and para-
hippocampus. Therefore, a portion of the TDP-43 im-
munoreactive NCIs and GCIs may be associated with
aging. In addition, there is a possibility that these
cases had neurodegenerative disorders at the earliest
stages. Further cases need to be investigated to con-
firm these possibilities.

Previous studies that used a small number of cases
also reported that TDP-43 immunoreactive structures
were frequently observed in the amygdala in AD, LBD,
and AGD [5, 6, 8–11]. In the present study, TDP-43 im-
munoreactive DNs in the amygdala of control elderly
brains were less numerous than in that of AD, LBD or
AGD brains. Therefore, TDP-43 immunoreactive de-
posits in the amygdala are associated with deposits of

Fig. 5 Correlation between age and incidence of TDP-43 immunore-
active structures in the uncus of the anterior hippocampus in control
elderly brains. The incidence of TDP-43 positive brains ranged between
13 % and 27 % between ages 65 and 89 years. Although there were no
significant differences, the incidence of TDP-43–positive brains increased
to 50 % at ages 90 to 94 years

Fig. 4 Incidence of TDP-43 immunoreactive dystrophic neurites (DNs) in the uncus of the anterior hippocampus and amygdala. a There were no
significant differences in the number of cases with DNs in the uncus of the anterior hippocampus between control elderly brains and brains with
Alzheimer’s disease (AD), Lewy body disease (LBD), and argyrophilic grain disease (AGD). b The incidence of DNs in the amygdala was significantly
higher in the AD, LBD, and AGD brains than in control elderly brains
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proteins such as tau and α-synuclein, which are related
to other neurodegenerative disorders. In contrast, the
number of cases with TDP-43 immunoreactive DNs in
the uncus of the anterior hippocampus of control elderly
showed no significant differences compared with AD,
LBD, and AGD. Importantly, these DNs were present
from age 65 to 94 years in our study. In particular, the
proportion of TDP-43–positive cases was 13 % to 27 %
in the age range of 65–89 years and 50 % in the age
range of 90–94 years (Fig. 5). These findings suggest that
TDP-43 accumulation in the uncus of the anterior
hippocampus in the form of DNs is predominantly asso-
ciated with physiological aging and not with neurode-
generative disorders.
We found TDP-43 immunoreactive DNs in the me-

dulla oblongata and the spinal cord in control elderly
brains and there were no NCIs or GCIs in all groups.
These structures were predominantly located in the in-
ferior olivary nuclei and the white matter of the spinal
cord. The cases of AD, LBD, and AGD brains also
showed TDP-43 immunoreactive DNs in those anatom-
ical regions. We believe that the TDP-43 immunoreac-
tive DNs in those specific anatomical regions may be
associated with human physiological aging. In fact, the
distribution pattern of TDP-43 deposits in this study
clearly differs from that in ALS and FTLD-TDP brains
that show many NCIs [4, 27].
Our study has some limitations. Because many aging

brains have comorbid pathologies, the numbers of pure
AD, LBD, and AGD brains in this study were relatively
small. In addition, a part of TDP-43 accumulation of in
AD, LBD, and AGD brains may be influenced by the
aging process. In fact, for AD, LBD, and AGD, the mean
age of death was significantly higher than that for con-
trol elderly.
Although TDP-43 has been associated with memory

loss and medial temporal atrophy in AD [28], the role of
TDP-43 accumulation in control elderly brains remains
unresolved. The present study, we could not find the re-
lationship between cognitive function and TDP-43 path-
ology in control elderly cases. Since the present study
has not focused on neuropsychological examination, fur-
ther studies in large numbers are needed to determine
whether TDP-43 pathology might lead to subtle changes
in cognitive function.

Conclusions
In summary, our study clearly revealed that TDP-43 im-
munoreactive structures may develop as a consequence
of aging processes in the human brain. Most of them
were DNs not NCIs and GCIs, and were observed in the
uncus of anterior hippocampus. Additional studies may
be important to understand the role of TDP-43 accumu-
lation in normal human aging. Besides those control

elderly cases, we believe that the cases without TDP-43
immunoreactive deposits are also substantial for analysis
of pathomechanism of TDP-43 accumulation.

Availability of supporting data
The data sets supporting the results of this article are
included within the article and its additional files.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Authors’ contributions
AU carried out the immunohistochemical analyses in this study. AU, MT and
HH participated in the design of the study. AU, HH, HS, YN, AN, YS and TA
participated in the neuropathological assessments. KN and SM supervised
the whole project. AU and MT wrote the manuscript. All authors read and
approved the final manuscript.

Acknowledgements
This study was supported in part by The Specific Disease Treatment Research
Program (SM); Research Committee of Prion Disease and Slow Virus
Infection; Research on Policy Planning and Evaluation for Rare and
Intractable Diseases, Health and Labour Sciences Research Grants, The
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, Japan, Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (C) (26430060) (MT); Grant-in-Aid for Young Scientists (B)
(Kakenhi) (HH); and the Comprehensive Brain Science Network (SM, MT).
We thank Dr. M. Hasegawa (Department of Neuropathology and Cell
Biology, Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Medical Science, Tokyo, Japan) and
Dr. T. Iwatsubo (Department of Neuropathology, University of Tokyo, Tokyo,
Japan) for the kind gifts of antibodies. We also thank Mr. Naoo Aikyo, Ms.
Mieko Harada, Ms. Yuuki Kimura, and Ms. Nobuko Naoi for their technical
help, as well as Dr. Kinuko Suzuki, who gave us important feedback on the
study.

Author details
1Department of Neuropathology (Brain Bank for Aging Research), Tokyo
Metropolitan Geriatric Hospital & Institute of Gerontology, 35-2 Sakae-cho,
Itabashi-ku, Tokyo 173-0015, Japan. 2Department of Neurology, Kitasato
University School of Medicine, Sagamihara-shi, Kanagawa, Japan.
3Department of Neurology, Saitama Medical University International Medical
Center, Hidaka-shi, Saitama, Japan. 4Department of Laboratory Medicine,
National Center Hospital for Neurology and Psychiatry, Kodaira-shi, Tokyo,
Japan. 5Department of Pathology, Tokyo Metropolitan Geriatric Hospital &
Institute of Gerontology, Itabashi-ku, Tokyo, Japan. 6Department of
Neurology, Tokyo Metropolitan Geriastric Hospital & Institute of Gerontrogy,
Itbashi-ku, Tokyo, Japan.

Received: 19 May 2015 Accepted: 20 May 2015

References
1. Arai T, Hasegawa M, Akiyama H, Ikeda K, Nonaka T, Mori H, Mann D,

Tsuchiya K, Yoshida M, Hashizume Y, Oda T (2006) TDP-43 is a component
of ubiquitin-positive tau-negative inclusions in frontotemporal lobar
degeneration and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Biochem Biophys Res
Commun 351(3):602–611. doi:10.1016/j.bbrc.2006.10.093

2. Neumann M, Sampathu DM, Kwong LK, Truax AC, Micsenyi MC, Chou TT,
Bruce J, Schuck T, Grossman M, Clark CM, McCluskey LF, Miller BL, Masliah E,
Mackenzie IR, Feldman H, Feiden W, Kretzschmar HA, Trojanowski JQ, Lee
VM (2006) Ubiquitinated TDP-43 in frontotemporal lobar degeneration and
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Science 314(5796):130–133.
doi:10.1126/science.1134108

3. Mackenzie IR, Neumann M, Baborie A, Sampathu DM, Du Plessis D, Jaros
E, Perry RH, Trojanowski JQ, Mann DM, Lee VM (2011) A harmonized
classification system for FTLD-TDP pathology. Acta Neuropathol
122(1):111–113. doi:10.1007/s00401-011-0845-8

4. Brettschneider J, Del Tredici K, Toledo JB, Robinson JL, Irwin DJ, Grossman
M, Suh E, Van Deerlin VM, Wood EM, Baek Y, Kwong L, Lee EB, Elman L,
McCluskey L, Fang L, Feldengut S, Ludolph AC, Lee VM, Braak H,

Uchino et al. Acta Neuropathologica Communications  (2015) 3:35 Page 10 of 11

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbrc.2006.10.093
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1134108
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00401-011-0845-8


Trojanowski JQ (2013) Stages of pTDP-43 pathology in amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis. Ann Neurol 74(1):20–38. doi:10.1002/ana.23937

5. Amador-Ortiz C, Lin WL, Ahmed Z, Personett D, Davies P, Duara R,
Graff-Radford NR, Hutton ML, Dickson DW (2007) TDP-43 immunoreactivity in
hippocampal sclerosis and Alzheimer's disease. Ann Neurol 61(5):435–445.
doi:10.1002/ana.21154

6. Higashi S, Iseki E, Yamamoto R, Minegishi M, Hino H, Fujisawa K, Togo T,
Katsuse O, Uchikado H, Furukawa Y, Kosaka K, Arai H (2007) Concurrence of
TDP-43, tau and alpha-synuclein pathology in brains of Alzheimer's disease
and dementia with Lewy bodies. Brain Res 1184:284–294.
doi:10.1016/j.brainres.2007.09.048

7. Uryu K, Nakashima-Yasuda H, Forman MS, Kwong LK, Clark CM, Grossman
M, Miller BL, Kretzschmar HA, Lee VM, Trojanowski JQ, Neumann M (2008)
Concomitant TAR-DNA-binding protein 43 pathology is present in Alzheimer
disease and corticobasal degeneration but not in other tauopathies.
J Neuropathol Exp Neurol 67(6):555–564. doi:10.1097/NEN.0b013e31817713b5

8. Arai T, Mackenzie IR, Hasegawa M, Nonoka T, Niizato K, Tsuchiya K, Iritani S,
Onaya M, Akiyama H (2009) Phosphorylated TDP-43 in Alzheimer's disease
and dementia with Lewy bodies. Acta Neuropathol 117(2):125–136.
doi:10.1007/s00401-008-0480-1

9. Josephs KA, Whitwell JL, Knopman DS, Hu WT, Stroh DA, Baker M,
Rademakers R, Boeve BF, Parisi JE, Smith GE, Ivnik RJ, Petersen RC, Jack CR
Jr, Dickson DW (2008) Abnormal TDP-43 immunoreactivity in AD modifies
clinicopathologic and radiologic phenotype. Neurology 70(19 Pt 2):
1850–1857. doi:10.1212/01.wnl.0000304041.09418.b1

10. Nakashima-Yasuda H, Uryu K, Robinson J, Xie SX, Hurtig H, Duda JE, Arnold
SE, Siderowf A, Grossman M, Leverenz JB, Woltjer R, Lopez OL, Hamilton R,
Tsuang DW, Galasko D, Masliah E, Kaye J, Clark CM, Montine TJ, Lee VM,
Trojanowski JQ (2007) Co-morbidity of TDP-43 proteinopathy in Lewy body
related diseases. Acta Neuropathol 114(3):221–229.
doi:10.1007/s00401-007-0261-2

11. Fujishiro H, Uchikado H, Arai T, Hasegawa M, Akiyama H, Yokota O, Tsuchiya
K, Togo T, Iseki E, Hirayasu Y (2009) Accumulation of phosphorylated TDP-43
in brains of patients with argyrophilic grain disease. Acta Neuropathol
117(2):151–158. doi:10.1007/s00401-008-0463-2

12. Geser F, Robinson JL, Malunda JA, Xie SX, Clark CM, Kwong LK, Moberg PJ,
Moore EM, Van Deerlin VM, Lee VM, Arnold SE, Trojanowski JQ (2010)
Pathological 43-kDa transactivation response DNA-binding protein in older
adults with and without severe mental illness. Arch Neurol 67(10):
1238–1250. doi:10.1001/archneurol.2010.254

13. Wilson AC, Dugger BN, Dickson DW, Wang DS (2011) TDP-43 in aging and
Alzheimer's disease - a review. Int J Clin Exp Pathol 4(2):147–155

14. Arnold SJ, Dugger BN, Beach TG (2013) TDP-43 deposition in prospectively
followed, cognitively normal elderly individuals: correlation with argyrophilic
grains but not other concomitant pathologies. Acta Neuropathol
126(1):51–57. doi:10.1007/s00401-013-1110-0

15. Folstein MF, Folstein SE, McHugh PR (1975) “Mini-mental state”. A practical
method for grading the cognitive state of patients for the clinician.
J Psychiatr Res 12(3):189–198

16. Hughes CP, Berg L, Danziger WL, Coben LA, Martin RL (1982) A new clinical
scale for the staging of dementia. Br J Psychiatry J Ment Sci 140:566–572

17. Saito Y, Ruberu NN, Sawabe M, Arai T, Tanaka N, Kakuta Y, Yamanouchi H,
Murayama S (2004) Staging of argyrophilic grains: an age-associated
tauopathy. J Neuropathol Exp Neurol 63(9):911–918

18. Funabe S, Takao M, Saito Y, Hatsuta H, Sugiyama M, Ito S, Kanemaru K,
Sawabe M, Arai T, Mochizuki H, Hattori N, Murayama S (2013)
Neuropathologic analysis of Lewy-related alpha-synucleinopathy in olfactory
mucosa. Neuropathology : official journal of the Japanese Society of
Neuropathology 33(1):47–58. doi:10.1111/j.1440-1789.2012.01329.x

19. Braak H, Braak E (1991) Neuropathological stageing of Alzheimer-related
changes. Acta Neuropathol 82(4):239–259

20. Saito Y, Ruberu NN, Sawabe M, Arai T, Kazama H, Hosoi T, Yamanouchi H,
Murayama S (2004) Lewy body-related alpha-synucleinopathy in aging.
J Neuropathol Exp Neurol 63(7):742–749

21. Murayama S, Saito Y (2004) Neuropathological diagnostic criteria for
Alzheimer's disease. Neuropathology : official journal of the Japanese
Society of Neuropathology 24(3):254–260

22. Hauw JJ, Daniel SE, Dickson D, Horoupian DS, Jellinger K, Lantos PL,
McKee A, Tabaton M, Litvan I (1994) Preliminary NINDS neuropathologic
criteria for Steele-Richardson-Olszewski syndrome (progressive supranuclear
palsy). Neurology 44(11):2015–2019

23. Jellinger KA, Bancher C (1998) Senile dementia with tangles (tangle
predominant form of senile dementia). Brain Pathol (Zurich, Switzerland)
8(2):367–376

24. Mai JK, Paxinos G, Voss T (2008) Atlas of the Human Brain, 3rd edn.
Academic, San Diego

25. Duvernoy HM (2005) The Human Hippocampus, 3rd edn. Springer-Verlag
Berlin Heidelberg, Berlin. doi:10.1007/b138576

26. Josephs KA, Murray ME, Whitwell JL, Parisi JE, Petrucelli L, Jack CR, Petersen
RC, Dickson DW (2014) Staging TDP-43 pathology in Alzheimer's disease.
Acta Neuropathol 127(3):441–450. doi:10.1007/s00401-013-1211-9

27. Brettschneider J, Del Tredici K, Irwin DJ, Grossman M, Robinson JL, Toledo
JB, Fang L, Van Deerlin VM, Ludolph AC, Lee VM, Braak H, Trojanowski JQ
(2014) Sequential distribution of pTDP-43 pathology in behavioral variant
frontotemporal dementia (bvFTD). Acta Neuropathol 127(3):423–439.
doi:10.1007/s00401-013-1238-y

28. Josephs KA, Whitwell JL, Weigand SD, Murray ME, Tosakulwong N, Liesinger
AM, Petrucelli L, Senjem ML, Knopman DS, Boeve BF, Ivnik RJ, Smith GE,
Jack CR Jr, Parisi JE, Petersen RC, Dickson DW (2014) TDP-43 is a key player
in the clinical features associated with Alzheimer’s disease. Acta Neuro-
pathol. doi:10.1007/s00401-014-1269-z

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit

Uchino et al. Acta Neuropathologica Communications  (2015) 3:35 Page 11 of 11

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ana.23937
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ana.21154
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.brainres.2007.09.048
http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/NEN.0b013e31817713b5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00401-008-0480-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1212/01.wnl.0000304041.09418.b1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00401-007-0261-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00401-008-0463-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1001/archneurol.2010.254
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00401-013-1110-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1440-1789.2012.01329.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/b138576
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00401-013-1211-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00401-013-1238-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00401-014-1269-z

	Abstract
	Introduction
	Results
	Conclusions

	Introduction
	Materials and methods
	Brain samples
	Neuropathology and immunohistochemistry
	Case selection
	Evaluation of severity and distribution of TDP-43 immunoreactivity
	Statistical analysis

	Results
	Distribution of TDP-43 pathology in control elderly brains
	Distribution of TDP-43 pathology in AD, LBD, and AGD brains
	AD brains
	LBD brains
	AGD brains

	Age and frequencies of DNs in four groups
	The relationship between TDP-43 immunoreactivity and cognitive function, cerebrovascular disease in control elderly brains
	TDP-43 pathology in comorbid pathologies, other neurological disorders and intermediate pathologies.

	Discussion
	Conclusions
	Availability of supporting data
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Acknowledgements
	Author details
	References



